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66011 

DRAFTED BY AR A/AND/P: ASCF1 IT ,1 ER :MG 
APPROVED BY ARA/AND/P:ASCFULLER 

310242Z 039724/73 

O 310120Z DEC 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LIMA IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 313606 

LIMDIS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT SANTIAGO 12232 ACTION SECSTATE 30 DEC 76 
QUOTE 

SECRET SANTIAGO 12232 

LIMDIS 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS DOD FOR DIA 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS:PINT, EC, PE, BL, Cl 

SUBJECT: WAR FEARS IN THE ANDES 

1 . NAVY CHIEF OF STAFF ADMIRAL LE MAY CALLED IN DCM AND DATT 
OSTENSIBLY TO SHARE NAVY'S VIEWS ON SOUTH AFRICA. AFTER 45 
MINUTES LE MAY FINALLY GOT TO THE POINT STATING THAT HE WAS 
CERTAIN THE RUSSIANS WOULD TEST PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER SOME 
PLACE IN THE WORLD WITH THE MOST LIKELY TROUBLE SPOTS BEING 
SOUTH AFRICA, YUGOSLAVIA OR PERU. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 313606 

2. WITH RESPECT TO THE PERUVIAN SITUATION LE MAY SAID HE 
WAS MOST CONCERNED BECAUSE OF THE CONTINUING RUSSIAN AND 
CUBAN INFLUENCE. THE RUSSIANS HAD JUST OFF-LOADED A SHIP 
FULL OF 400 "ADVISERS" AND EVEN NORTH KOREANS WERE ENTERING 
THE COUNTRY (VIA PANAMA) TO TEACH TERRORISM. HE UNDERLINED 
THAT PERU'S MILITARY STRENGTH WAS OVERWHELMING AND THAT 
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HE EXPECTED THAT THE PERUVIANS WOULD IN FACT TRY A CROSS 
BORDER INCURSION ON JANUARY 20 WHILE THE WORLD WAS 
OCCUPIED WITH THE CHANGE OF ADMINISTRATIONS IN THE US. 

3. DCM RESPONDED THAT AS USUAL SOUTH AMERICAN CAPITALS 

WERE FILLED WITH REPORTS AND RUMORS. THAT USG HAD THE SITUATION 
UNDER CONTINUING REVIEW AND THAT OUR BEST JUDGEMENT WAS THAT 
THE CHANCES OF IMMEDIATE HOSTILITIES WERE NOT GREAT. LE MAY 
RESPONDED THAT IN ANY CASE HE WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF HIS 
CONCERNS WERE TRANSMITTED TO WASHINGTON. HE ADDED THAT IN THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES HE THOUGHT IT IMPERATIVE THAT THE EMBARGO ON 
ARMS SALES TO CHILE BE INTERPRETED TO ALLOW THE SALE OF 
COMMUNICATIONS AND RADAR EQUIPMENT TO CHILE. 

4. COMMENT. LE MAY'S JITTERY REACTION, COMBINED WITH THE 
MOREL MISSION. INDICATES THAT THE GOC IS MORE CONCERNED 
THAN INITIAL ARMY REPORTS SHOWDED (IR 6 817 0300 76). 

LE MAY COULD BE EXAGGERATING IN HOPES OF GENERATING A US 
CAUTIONARY STATEMENT TO PERU OR TO OBTAIN AT LEAST 
ASSURANCES FROM US INTELLIGENCE. 

POPPER 

UNQUOTE ROBINSON. 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INVASIONS, BORDER INCIDENTS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, TERRITORIAL CLAIMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 31 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ellisoob 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE313606 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: ASCFULLER:MG 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D770001-0005 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1976121/aaaaaagm.tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN ARA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 JUL 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <25 OCT 2004 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WAR FEARS IN THE ANDES 
TAGS: PINT, EC, PE, BL, Cl 
To: LIMA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



